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Engineer and Stillman
Narrowly Escape Death

Top of Huge Tank, Hurled’ Through Air by Explosion at Radis
0il Refineries, Misses Workers by Inches-—Spectacular Fire
QGives Firemen Stern Battle for Several Hours.

50]
rengi reer and stillman, respectively.
_k emplioyed At  the Radlo Oy, Re-
v ‘flneries, Lid, dstlmng plant. Munree
Bast Kildornan, ndarrowly:
deatn 2t 640 oNlock,
'T"'l\l winy  evening, when an
‘.;ypcs.ow fofloned by fire. almost
mwrecked one of three big oll tanks!
: the premises.  Damage the-
.explosion  And  fire was
;estimaled by Ben Hechter, 32, Noble
1 president nf the Cué’lpﬂn_ﬁ
§1.000, pprtiallv

tnsurance. !
which rattled windows

ravenue,
1S excaped

an

avenue,

approxlmalely
r:o'.crvd. hy
| The hilaat,
et houses for blocks around,’

of the tank for a distance Jf more
1- than 50 feet. Gidmon and Rechter.
lg\ w*ho were tending .the open-air
Inailer at the time, jumpad
i€:when they neard the explodlon,
't‘\ough totally  unaware ihat
‘thet exact moment the huge welght
‘was hurtling through the atr to-/
ward them,
Missed reallt by
Hsd they not leaped back In the
(direction thes did they woupd have
lbee'i kiiied, for the big top, hmlssing
ithcm only by inches, landed on the
,exact  spot whpere they had been
standing & second before. ,-
, Flasmes beiched forth {rpm  the|
h, tank Immedintely following 1he ex-
Its; piosion, casing 6 spectacular alare
cwhnich coukd be setn a cankiderabie
distrnte! away, and which, atiTacts
he e a Liuge crowd to the scgte. Mak-
hl. a dull roaring nound.,thc fuel
"oil which the tank contatned, burned,
"faricusly and was siiil blazlgg hours:
Re.frer the culbrear. Fortunhtely, the
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ofitank In which Llhe fire otcwrTed was:

eps; 204 full et the tlme, Bach af the.

it ‘thres containers, wiich tand  In
“2 Une and are separated ofly m EY
ifew lnches, are of ﬂ‘DGli?_ 16.000-

,gailons capagity,

! Blast teard for \mri-‘

| Thae explosion. the cause 0f ahich

=Ea nat yet known, was heatd within'

of!

uld!y radius of severa]l miles, And shad-
n.jtered windpwa of “he- ot:& af the
30T Iplant. Outside of this, t loss ofi
ichithe ofl dud damage to fhe tank.!

[was all that gesulted. Tanks con-
re-(taining gascline  were at en-
Lo~ gdanpered, as they ue,locared rome

T idistance nwhy sn tha grapinis.

] Fast Eidonan flremen Npundcd
‘to tha alarma and iwe pumpers and
L3

n ladder Ifruck {rom halls}7 nand @
£f e Winniper IHre dgpariment
were rent oyl by rranT 414 tl\e
‘pubratian brlvade, bul theld ald wos !

D:.nn'. required. cting  Ulgel Jonhn
Mitler, of the cliy fire department.

| TSP personally sltended N pnve
aRLIALATICE.

J
| While waler from eeveral| Nose was

‘gt . pcured on the blazing ALk ciher
sreams were diretted onf the two
adioining !anks and at the serme
tlme ey were  emptied of wl
‘which was plped tnto alher con-
tainern In a distant. part of  Lhe
Frainuds, 1
¢ Provinclal flre commiadbner, K-

. .i“”d MrQrath, and Jebert Bieaart

ent L “"f -

George Gibson and. Joe Hééhter.j
Tment.

ex-i

téni?u-.-eiy )

tossed
ithe 5300-pound galvanized iron top !

.'R.- ER:aa,

PoTne building

'
chicl beiler tnspector of the depart-
wern called to the scene and
‘will continue their thaestigatlon to-
day when they Wwill make an ex-
aminalion of the damaged tank and
connectir‘g apparaius n omn ellort
‘to delermine the cause of the ex-
ipioslon.

REWARD OFFERED FOR
SOLUTION OF TRAGEDY

of Milton Xbosey,
Found Strangled Saturday,

Parents

-Appeal for Information

Think Most Likely Cause of
.Boy's Death Was Attempt
to Do “Houdini Act"

back
Ri- !
atd

Reward of $500 for
et will cleatr up the mysiery
ithelr son'a deathl s offered by
:parents ot Miltepp KRoeer,
.year-old Loy

'strancled In Ris
‘xtreet, Saturday
Y Announcement
‘the reward was

wnlormaiian
ot
tna
the 13-
Caund
Hame

w o wAs
room. AL 77
alleTnemE
of ihe ofter
muade o A wrilien
'!:alcn'lent lraned 1o the Free Press,
\Thursday alternoon,. by the boy's
fatlier, Leun W, Koeoer,
1

Tn X!'s stalemenk Mr. Koser
the suickle theaty s inconeeivabie
to any one who khew the boy. The
murder theory, lie »iaies, is cguais
Iy nsnl 1o ectertaln, Ne one, it is
inls opinion, escept o dopevrured
'fiend, could concelye Of execubing
‘such A crime and tn any even:t ihere
mon.cl hare bpen slgns of a straggle
and bodily injuriea wvther than inese
(that were avound 1l.c hoy's weck amd
'hrnd

The most llkelr raute. of the
tragedy, Mr, HKoser elleves, ks thnat
\!l‘tton WhE Rl cgipiing th de A’
“Hondinl nct” Ho ls com’mwd how-
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 LOOKING EACKWARD

tFTam the Free Eresd Floero i

Ty ~tve Yours Age—OvL 15, 1876

The p:lm.- winners it tha pravincsl
alr wele Jas, Haomower, Ruoblnsen &
Wiksan, Ueo, Muaftweil, Mns, Fritehand,
Mrs., aclver, M. McDunaid,
L Mollard, Eo L, Conkiln W, A Far
srer, the Manitoba Free Pless, F. U\
Liew, Pafaer, tao a3y nd B i
G, Hay .~ I1 was pecomgmnied
‘orre of the nray dultes ol oibe
poveriment of the Notthwgst

teries ahiouid e e elcbment
tegisintlon 1o protecd ihe Bl
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Fire a% times d.
hilge greel tanks

Juallong of gasoliz:-' :
muted wi about 2ZOC0 to the equip-
ment  sud contygl  room onn ihe!

premises Jof ihe
lmited: ?
stregt, Fas ]
\Iunda\ 4f{ernoond
Oriom of the b,-ze will he m\eﬁ
gated today by pri
fire inspeciors,

Unroe

Ki d 3TTA1L,

vincial SOVelIINe [

STOCKS,
BY FIRE
lLDONAN

ngerou:-;_ly close 10
bring thousands of
did damayge esti-

adioc Ol and Re-,
avenue and,
e‘.zrly.;

Good work on tfe part of East Kil-

donan ﬂre ﬁ:ﬂ'zters conﬁnpd tha biﬂze
to the coh.‘t ‘ol room, althou;.l itrap=

peared a% times as  if ihe. ﬁ,m\s :
would get mf*”ir‘ﬂxmti': close toexplode
the glgantic tanks of gasoline.~ . o

- The firemen Ae*mu el on r‘u i3
nearly two hours. '

- i rem

. Th e funeral of lewn I“x atw a3,
whe died Sunday gt the General fnsl
pital, wiil e “(’]L‘_ this affefnoo, ad
£2 g'tleck, fropl the Clark-Leaihardals
fueneral hoige. ;:";;ii will N‘ maco
in Elmwood cemeétery, ]

The’ Sick, j-Ag‘.c and He]ples:,
Benef:t from Dcnatsuns ’m

THE WENNIEPEG
FOUNDATEON |

,Remember»ft__- in your'wﬂ]. _
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COIL REFINERIES
 PREMISES AT EAST :
" KILDONAN  RAZED

1a 5 . e
Ly

nie The plaut and severs! otlier build-
Fagd inigs on the preniises of tise Radip Ol

fof Refinveries, Lid,, AManroe avenue and
Watt sireet. East Kildonan, are il
ruins today, the result of a fire fol-
towed by a terrific explosion. which:
Cawept  through ifhe sructures eariv:
AWednesday alternoon., The oause of!
4§ 1he {11e has pot vet heen determaned
putl in<peciors of the provincial Dire
F comntissioners department will ore-.
cseume their investigation this morn-.m
€ ing. ‘ar
Ben Heeh hter, president of the com-:
‘pany, dectined Wednesday night o
gfve an estimate of ihe loss, which, 4}
he said. was covered by insurance., . ‘nc
Although the fix'e hag resulted I 4y
.the temporary surpension of opera-.
tions, Mr. Hechte; zald no empl o3eea{‘F
Cwotlld he thrown out of work. i th
Yy The explosion, GCCUX"TAUL‘ tn the con-% b
% < trol room of the plant at the height. th
'Rii} rof the fite. could be heard by pcrson» wl
}e§ cwithin A radius of half a mile, No fu
e ‘persgns  were njured. hoxever, fwl
k%“ Receqving the alarm sbhortly after {4
t‘?" noot, . Fast  Kildonan [flre dgntezg;
;saged a zaliang battle in preventing g
}.tha, tarmes from menacing the 100- 40
tfoot tanks of nil nearby, R
*g"j, After battling with the fire for'd,
jabout. two hours, the fire chief pu:
in an- emergency call to the Winnt-
’* cpeg fire department, bur upon fneir 1
“‘ srrival at the piant the [lames hpad ?

i
1

f)‘ heen placed mzr}ﬁr controt and the,ria ‘
}?f‘..‘ ami%.nn& ‘A hs not !equ se*{i oo Ifg
k] T . [

(5 lmww i mml! lur’ { atpada Pth

1 Vaneouver, Feh, 16, — Hslki Chow, I
W Chinese consul tn vVancouver for e

‘ \,pn«t thiee years. has received instruc- Of
i tions from the Chinese National gov- Lqu
ﬁfiemmrm at Nanking 1o .praceed o lf

fYtamwa tr avatyme tha nact nf Pnﬁxtﬂﬂlih
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O PLANT HEAD

“SAYS FIRE DAMAGE

IS ONLY SLIGHT

Danvge to the plant of the Railo,

il Beitner.es, imited, Monroeg wve-

i and Walt street, Bast Kildonan,

axoa result of a fire uang explosion
taon, was  only -shigni. The plant
will be it operalion ugain.in 4 day
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ur  »0, aceorting te  Ben  Heuhiter,-

pre<ident of the company,
the lesd econsisted of the recording

and tne damage o the builtding ls
extimated at rom ‘3500 ta 800,
It wae o incorredilyn vported
Thupeday's Free Press thii the plani

el severdi olher bwildings on thel, )
premizes were i rgine, Phe Frea
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A petition presented by A. Reid,
381 Trent ave., with 2,172 signator-
ies, was before the regular meeting
of East Kildonan Council Monday
night, protesting the proposed clos-
ing of Munroe ave, from Watt st.
to the CPR. tracks for the purpose
of industrial expansion,

The petition was worded in the
folowing terms:

Fed

{“We, the undersigned, do hereby

protest the proposed closing of
Munroe ave, fromm Wati st. to the
CPR. tracks and the sale of land
on Munrce ave, to the Radio 0Ol
and Gas Co. or any other oil
company for the purpose of ex-
panding the present refinery fac-
ilies, as such expansion will be
a menace to the present and pro-
posed schools, and the health of
the children. It will also tend to
lower the value of property and
will create an extra fire hazard.”

The petition was the ontcome of
a request by the local oil refinery
for purchase of additional land
north of their property which had
come before a previous Council
meeting. At that meeting the petl-
tioners asked that the company's
request be "hoisted” for two weeks
so that time might be given for a
canvass of the district. At that
meeting the petitioners’ ‘“hoist”
request was granted.
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‘[that an oil refinery at Munroe and

A delegation representing the four
wards of East Kildonan asked the
municipal council Monday night

Watt streets be removed from the

municipality “in the interesls of
the health o children and resj-
dents.”

The resolution drafted at a
special ratepayers meeting on
Jan. 5 objected to the building
of the oil refinery near a school,
claimed that the refinery consti-
tuted a fire hazard, gave off of-
fensive odors at times, and re-
solved that it find another lo-
cation outside the municipal
boundaries.

Council pointed out that the in-
dustry in question, the Radio 0Oil
Refineries, limited, owend their land
and it was hardly possible-to order
any person or private company to|:
pack up and leave their own loca-
tion.

Acting Mayor F. W. Dryden
pointed out that no consideration
had been given the refinery since
council had received a petition
from the ratepayers, and advised
the delegation to re-word their
resolution and present it to council
again,

Control Of Pumping Stations

Council authorized entrance into
an agreement with the greater Win-
nipeg sanitary district regarding
effective .control of operation and
maintenance of sewage puraping sta-
tions. Cost and personnel is to be

Move Out Oil Refinery,
Kildonan Delegates Ask

[pald by the municipality and the
district will assume responsibility
for direction and control.

The proposal was made in a letter
from the Winnipeg Diking board,
containing recommendations by the
chairman of the Municipal Engmeers
committee,

Council also passed bylaws pro-
viding for assessment of c¢osts of
paving and widening certain East
Kildonan streets, including parts of
Hendergon highway, and also along
the cotrse” of Bregiipr Drive and
Roosevelt Place.

VETERANS' AUXILIARY M.EETS
The ladies’ auxiliary of Rock-
wood unit, Army, Navy and Air-
force Veterans in Canada will hold
a meeting at 8 p.m. Thursday in
Harrow United church, ‘
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“Canada can be proud of her
surgeons,” Dr. A. E. Coates, of
Melbourne, Australia, said Man-
day.

He passed through Winni
Monday over .Canadlan Pacific
lines on his way home after a tour
of medical schools in Canada, t
United States and Great Britain.
A past president of the Vic-

taria hranrh af tha Rritich Madi-

Visiting Doeto
Canadian Surg
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; - Phota by Jank
Fireimen lrem East Rildonan and Winnipeg battled a [lire that followed an explosion at the
Radio O Company, Watt sStreet and Muoroe Avenue shortly afier noon I‘-Iandp_\'. Reservoir tank,
at right, containing nearly 100,600 zalloos of high-octane gasoline was threa!?'enﬂ! by the hlaze
which cause an estimated S5330.000 damage. Two men were injured as severil ?r«.plminm ripped
thraush the burning garace huilding which woy razed. (Sea story on Page 803
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Husky Oil, a leading Canadian Independent Oil Company.
is proud to welcome your neighibourhood ROCO service statian o
Husky's expanding system of Car/Truck Stops and markefing owllets
which extend from Orntarfo to the west coast.

ROCO (Radio Qil 1.td.) was started in 1921 by Ben Hechter
with one gasoiine pump in front of a small family grocery store in
East Kikdonan. In 1925 Max Hechter provided acditional capital and
joined his brother Ben in the expansion of the business. In 1930 busi-
ness had expanded Lo the point where the brothers seriousty con-
sidered erecting their own refinery and al this stage were joinad by
another brather Frank, and brother-in-law Fred Sures and the refinery
was built.

Geraid M. Hechter joined the company in 1939 and by the
sarty fiftes had become the sole owner of the business.

Under Gerald Hechter's vigorous entreprenaurship, Radio
Qll expanded its refining actvities to about 2000 barrels per day and
the company embarked on 2 program of sustained growth.

During the fifties and sixtiss Radio Oi's expansior con-
finued, generally as a resull of Gerald Hechier’s foresight in the seiec-
tion and acquisition of service stations and viable sites. Today, begin-
ning a well earned retirement, Gerald Hechter says of those earlier
days: “As often as not, | was working five and ten years inta the
future™.

But life for Gierald Hechter was not without its setbacks. In
1963 an extreme high Hlood pressure condition led to complete lass
of vision and he was rushed to the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.
where treatment over a period of months restorad his sight.

“When | returned to Winnipeg”, Hechter says, "} felt |
should sase up a fittle and | sold most of the properties of Radio Oil
to Tobanne Enterprises Limited with a lease-back arrangemert to
Radie Oif Ltd.” ’

Left to right:

James M. Halliday, Tobannie Enterprises Limited
M. J. {Jack} Tallen, Husky Qi

Gerald M. Hechler, President, Radie Oif Lid.

By 1875, Radio Git had grown to include many more laca-
tions in Manitoba wher, once again, Gerald Hechter was struck by
iinass. That vear he suffered a heart attack and, following hospitali-
zation and racovery, he decided to sell. His decision was also in-
fiuenced by the fact that he has no children and would not have a
successor in the family to carry on the business.

Husky. after a long period of negotiations, acquired most
of Radio Oil's remaining petroleurn marketing assets as of August 31,
1578.
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