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Two women
injured in blast

By Carol Picard
and John Bertrand
Sun Staff Writers

Two elderty Kast Kildonan sisters
were injured when their next door
neighbor’s house disintegrated in o
Jirey explosion that was heard more
than a mile away.

The mid-morning blast, which is still
under investigation by the fire com-
missioner's  office, levelled o one-
storey house al 454 Sydney Ave. and
caused extensive (e damapge 1o two
adjacent bungalows.

Witnesses said neighbors pulled 76-
year-old Rose Trechard and Caroline
Grimes, 73, onlo the boulevard as
flames raced through their home,

Trechard was reported o stable
<condition in the Health Sciences Center
with first and second degree burns,
lacerations and bruises, Her sister was
treated and released.

The two men who lived in the levelled
house, Will Bergen and Dan Dyek,
were not at home at the time and could
not be reached for comment,

There is some suspicion that the
blast was related to the new gas line
which was apparently inspected by
Greater Winnipeg Gas  the night
hefore.

Marvin Lipchen was in the bathroom
of his home at 450 Sydney when the
explosion sent him sprawling across
the room. ‘

=, [ rushed out and saw my living
room on fire, | was so scared it was
unreal,” he said. *'1 thought my house
had blown up or a plane had landed in
the roof.”

"

While some witnesses desenbed ot s
A seene from o oo owar movie, Mitch
Purlill lonked out of his shop on Watl
Streel and saw o mushroom cloud of
flames with stuff dhsintegrating in the
middle™ shoot above the rooltops

Burning debris ramed down on him
as he helped one of the injured women
tothe street and safety.

Glass was machinegunned in every
direction and pieces of smoldering
lumber landed on rools [ive houses
away. '

Betty  Neuwfeld  sobbed  after she
rustdd home from work and saw the
shattered windows in her newly pur-
chased home. Her husband Werner
sighed as he imspected the glass shards
emboedded in the metal siding.

“We just had the gas turned on
Wednesday when we moved in,” he
sard, “We were to meel with the -
surance agent today lo change the
policy tothe new house ™

flerbert Harrison Lives across the
backlane from the razed house and
said it was like being in the war
again.” '

“I've seen some pretty bad things in
my time but this is bad, really bad.”

Fire department officials were still
sifting through the ashes late Tuesday,
and it's not certain when the fhinal

" report will be completed.

The damage is listed al more than |

$70,000.

on Page 35

Sun

bhotos Gerard Kwiatikowski
by and Joe McLellan

- Betty and Werner Neulfeld had just moved into a nesrby home. it was
damaged by flying debris ... they hadn’t arranged for insurance yet.
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™ Aftermath.
A of blast

e ; o The roof of the house demolished in
; ’ i1 Twesday’s blast was blown backwards
4 b — an indication of tha force of the expio-
: sion.
L .
Nearby homes wers damaged and
N firafightors wers kept busy (below)
making sure that an even greater
v disaster was avertod. As /t was, some

"‘neighlyors wera bard hit and fearful of
insutficient insurance coverage,

Littde of the house’'s corntents survived

PP the explosion, as withessed by . the
s “1 demolished fridge llower left.

Sun photos by Joe Mclellan
and Gerard Kwiathkowski .
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o : " Sun photo by Gerard Kwiatkowski
Scene of blast - - _
' damage, and other nearby residences were damaged
Smoke br//ows from rubble afmr & house’ a? 454 by flying debris. Twa elderly women were injured.
Sydney Ave. was levelled by an exp/o‘?ron Tuesday _ The complete story is on Page 11, with more
_Homes- on either™ sjde. suffered extensive fire " photos on Page 35. .




	Gas Leak Destroys Home At 454 Sydney Avenue - 1 - November 1981
	Gas Leak Destroys Home At 454 Sydney Avenue - 2 - November 1981
	Gas Leak Destroys Home At 454 Sydney Avenue - 3 - November 1981
	Gas Leak Destroys Home At 454 Sydney Avenue - 4 - November 1981
	Gas Leak Destroys Home At 454 Sydney Avenue - 5 - November 1981

