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.The above map.shows tho long dls-
lanco linos and exchanges of tho Bell
Telephone Company of Canada In oper-
itlon and projected In the province of
Manitoba, There are also given some
statistics which mark the remarkable
development of this system during tha
past flye years.

The Bell Telephone Company of Can-
ada established . itself In Manitoba In
1831, buying out a small exchange In
Winnipeg, then owned and operated by
Mr. Horace McDbugall. Though there
were but a few subscribers, -and the
equipment was primitive, and the ser-
vice not by any means as efficient as
it is to-day, the rate charged was ISO
per annum.

In 1832 the company branched out by
establishing an exchange at Portage
la Prairie and a year later an exchange
,was put In at Brandon. But In 1384'
^the company had only 340 subscribers
tin Winnipeg, 17 In Portage la Prairie
;and 61 In 'Brandon.
I With the collapse of tha boom, the
{telephone business suffered with every,
[other Interest But the company never
jlost faith .In the country and carried
jthe burden until the turning of;the
tide. To the credit of. the company,

;thosa who remember -those dark days
j will bear • testimony "• that, the service'
jwas never allowed to deteriorate be-
cause of the; depressing condition^
which.; ao universally prevailed.V Tho,

justlfled :their, confidence;

•:;':?:
'lot'be ^entirely:forgotten..

First Long Distance
Line

The first long distance lino, if it may
be called such, was the connection,
about 20 years ago. of a small exchange
In West Selkirk with Winnipeg. But
the development of the long distance
telephone service of the province—we,
may say. < o f the Northwest—began in
1900. In this year the Bell Telephone,
Company built a copper metallic line
from Winnipeg' to' Portage la Pralrlo
and. Brandon. Since ' that timo
has sprung Into existence, 'after
the . manner 'of doing things
In this country, the very' ex^
tensive and complete system shown
In the map 'above, which comprises to-
day nearly 2,000 miles4 of wire and
connects and consolidates, commer-
cially, as well as socially, between 6,000 '
and 7,000 subscribers. The company
has, within a couple of years, embark-
ed In rural telephone service. We have
not been able to show these line on our
map, but hundreds of farmers have al-
ready availed1 themselves of,the ad-
mirable facilities' which the company
offers for this class. of service. • ; ' ' -
'• ' • ' " • • • ' * ' " _ • • ' ' .

FarmersV Rural Lines
•For farmers' telephone. lines alone

the company Vlll use "this yea^pverslx
thousand poles 'and when tha "work- 61
the .-season Is' completed!'!this •' service
:wî ^pl{id>* iWesjr^^
^en-mile district,. from th^exchiages

at Deloralne. Klllarney, .Crystal' City,
Pilot Mound,'Manitou. Morden, Emer-
son, Carman, Sourls, Brandon, Virden,
Mlnnedosa, Neepawa. Carberry, Mc-:

Gregor and other places.
At the present rate of development It

will not be long before every enter-
prising farmer will hav/j his telephone
connecting with the merchant, tho
grocer, the doctor, tho'veterinary, and,
best of all, with" his neighbors. The
Isolation of farm life is already a thing
of the past,; even In this country ttf.
ample acres.' ,

Winnipeg Exchange
Winnipeg has a telephone exchange

which for modern efflcleniy is not sur-
passed by anything known to science.
An evidence'of . the manner In which
the growth of this dty surpasses all
expectations and calculations Is seen
in the fact that the switchboard, at
present In use,'which was designed to
accommodate any.probable Increase of
BU bscribers during; ten'' years," though
placed;only four years ago, has already
reached Its maximum capacity, and the
company, seeing this'has been prepar-
ing; for still! greater Increase, In pros-
p'pct.' \ - . - . ' : "' • :•'•

There Is ope feature of the .problem
which we have Just mentioned; .which
the public .idb not; understand, but
wjhich Js;a''serlous';cbnslderatiori: to, the
company.'^ To Install "a: new VahoVlarger
switchboard 'means* that there must' be"
erected1 a new building; to contain' the
bo|oia.Mdfall^te;^

:forfts:an explanation!for'.the erecjiolni!of

b^ji'now^abouf readyVfot'lbecopaUon.'''''':

New Switchboard to
Cost $180,000

The new switchboard to be Installed
will cost over $180,000. In Installing a
new switchboard every . subscriber's
line must lie connected with the new
switch and tthe whole system thor-
.oughly tested and tried befpre the.lines
are disconnected .from''tha existing
board In tho old-building. ; Then, tha:

latter, which cost many.'thousandfl of
dollars only four years. ago,' -will be-
come practically Junk. This is'by no
means exceptional1 In the .-history of,
telephone development. In Winnipeg,
during a: period. of sixteen years, tha
central offlqe apparatus, style of tele-
phone, system ; of ' wire construction,
etc., has been entirely <. changed four
times and(,th*a'cQm'pariy\has built: two
new buIId;ihgsroV.'in"\fdther;words, the
whole Investment has been repeated,: at
•an added \cbst;ea'chVJUme^everrftfour,
years. \This; means';ai^depreciatfiJn W
the plant ^j.'SiS-jper1 cent per •annum..
This Isia'very practical Illustration of
tha r'elaUoV'ojr deprejilatlon-^to^ tele-
phone'; management:7arid /maintenance,

;but It;Is.ia. feature^which"v those '-.who
discuss
ly .- almost:'V7uriMlmously>^ Instst v-upori
minimizing, 'or•' more' '''

costly. Expert engineering has become
a chief, feature of the business n n d ' d
standardizing of .equipment an indis-
pensable' factor.. From even a casual
consideration will therefore appear the
necessity for one system; one adminis-
tration, and one source of'production
of apparatus and Instruments.

Everything Made in

Canada
: The Bell Telephone -{ has, extensive

factories In'which evory thing used by
them Is produced. In, this, proflt-say-
Ing Is not the chief advantage, though
this is an Important consideration;
standardizing equipment/.keeping pace
with the rapid evolution "of electrical
devices, adopting the practical, reject-
ing the Impractical, arid;keeping the
•supply always equal to the demand, are
aome of the more Iniportant advan-
tiges^-we may say, necessities—of a
modern telephone' organization.-

There are some very simple factor*
qt .the-,telephone -buBlness' which sub-
scribers; as a rule, do;hot understand
—for instance/; that there are^two wlw
connecting every 'telephone4 In the'sub-'
"-'k'1'- -"-'"- with the'central-of-

'whlch can^be.Impressed only• byJdear
lejcpertencfl.'̂ ! '̂.'̂ '. v/,,-'"1^^'..';'''??';

•?! i Al though^{£dayj the - j staDrtarda - of
material ,^end^' mothods'',; In. ,tejephorj'e!

.. ?"'

" ' • ' , • > '•"' ' • ' • ' . ' • /

mor*

flee,; used;-exclusively 'for his service.
Sjmlluly^a;, subscriber; y&lklng. from:
Wlnnlpeg rto •.Brandon-1 has exclusive
«^^.^w6;cpppa^.«ireii.;frbin\:onB'clty'
to;.tha other, during, his conversation.
Then :lt;r̂  ,nptj;prB;cUc»bie'ito';add i In-
definitely., as [is 'generally^supposed,: in
',to»;uum^r/of ^offices ' .onf^iilbnit^dte-i
tiuatM ilnarAirh^lMinr !ftii>' m»lrniim^

I having, a proper- regard to cfflclent
service.,..Hence tho Increased number
of lines radiating from.principal cen-
tres with through 'linos connecting the
larger offices.

Another feature not generally real- !
Ized In the higher cost of long distance
line construction In this country. Pole*
have to be brought from the Rainy
river country, arid the cost of lines,
exclusive of switches and instruments,
has been from two hundred to two
hundred and fifty dollars per mile.

It.Is safe to say that.not one per-
son In a thousand who constantly uses !
the telephone system has any adequate
conception of - the extent and Intrica-
cies of - a' modern central telephone |
equipment. It Is one of tho njopt in-/
terestlng:studies to an Inexperienced
person, and tho suggestion 'has been
made that the company <jirpuld be con-
ferring a favor on KB patrons and tho
publlo If .they' were to sot apart a vis-
itor's day for the Inspection of tho ex-
change. Over 4,000 lines now centra at
this point The wires aro brought to
the building underground.1' -The sys-
tem- for-distributing these wires, tho
devices; against : lightning arid other
high1: potential';!currents,.':;• lha central.
supply of .currentx for the: who^ sys-
tem,' are all most IritorcBtlng. f:in'-. tl»e
operating room a hundred'young ladles
are.employed to koopub-ttio continu-
ous 'service, an average -of 80,000 calls
belnff, recelyed; per day; :Tho• telophpne
Bwllchbpard; in ̂ Winnipeg Is unques-,
tlonabiyf the busiest'jjlace^rn/Canada,
unless^t may bQ;;ihe^ain|V.CeritrttIa''\
in Toronto.and Moritreat'f It In a rare'

and our readers will bo well repaid If
they avail, themselves of tho first op-
portunity of ecelng It.

A word with regard to the switch-
board itself. Tho object in Its design
has been to mako It absolutely auto-
matic so far as tho subscriber Is con-
cerned. Tho user 1mit only to l l t t tho
telephone from the hook; this.auto-
matically lights a lamp In front of thu
operator giving notice that she is
wanted on that particular lint. She has
but to Insert a plug In the subscriber's
Jack, take tho order and complete tho
connection by Inserting a plug In the
Jack of tho subscriber asko'd for. Tho
board, with its most complete and in-
genious equipment, automatically doc9

the r^Bt Thereilia nbVbccasIbn for cut-
ting In or other Interruptions by tho
Operator, or for cutting convereatlona
off before thoy.nre completed. Each
subscriber In hanging up his telephone
automatically gives the signal for dis-
connection."

The prlmo object In this board Is by
automatic devices to relieve the sub-
scriber of everything but tho simplest
act In operating tha service, and to
ploca whatever action IB required on
expert 'operators..

As a business community, absorbed
In our own-immediate Interests, w<)

may full at times to appreciate that
iri'thlB city we enjoy a.thoroughly up-
to-date telephone service, and that 1.
Is being . developed •. throughout th«
province,-more generally, than wo
realized. >
'For this reason* this map will

fotaoil IfittrMtliif'Sjiid usefiV . .
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THE.BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA IN
MANITOBA.

This Company has constructed about 1,500 miles of
LONG DISTANCE and RURAL LINES in this province
during the season of 1906, and expects to build ^.nearly
double that length in 1907, giving the province one of the
most complete and efficient telephone systems in the
world, conditions considered.

MaterhU supplied and connections' given to local sys-
tems on the most favorable terms.

Pull particulars given on application.

F..C. PATER8ON,
Manager Northwest Department..

Winnipeg, Nov. 24th, 1906.

THE BELL TELEPHONE Co. or CANADAtt"
LONG DISTANC E AND HURAk U NE S1
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