Winnipeg Free Press

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1971

B oh s, Ry % dHR
vioud Yy 8§ ¥
B E e

i £

LS

n T
! ,
} =
L

. ww e
o o Lo M,

By BOE LISOWAY

The incerporation ef 12
Greater Winnipeg munici-
palities and Metro into 2
single city completes 2
cvele that began 98 years
ago with the establishment
of the original tity of Win-
nipeg.

In 1873, the urban area
sarrganding the  historie
junction of the Assiniboine
and Red Rivers was mcor-
porated as the city of Win-
nipeg.

And, beginning Saiorday,
the urban area will again
be wnited as the Cily of
Wirmipeg.

In the %-vear period
since the first cily was set
up, Tumerous divisions, an-
nexations amd amaigama-
tions occurred. Al one
poirt, 15 separate mawicipal
governments were operal-
inz m the srea which be-
comres the new City of Win-
wipeg.

Of comrse. ihe origival
ity was medh smaller =
area than the pew cRy. And
the wew <y, with Rs A
wards Fa 13 COMMERRY
oorkNRlees, is wWach e
ConEpiex.

Wigipeg erigiated 7
T2 when e Selkivk
e areived in O anea
il eatiidted Seneeives
in the sex of DUk Win
niveg vow ovlled Pen

of settlers was made up of
& men.

The population growth
and the development of the
area was exiremely slow
until the 1870s. Rapid ex-
pansien bagan in 1369 when
the federal government took
over the administration of
the west from the Hudson's
Bay Company. Many sol-
diers from the east sent
here to quell the Louis Riel
uprising decided to stay
after their discharge.

When Winnipeg was in-
cerporated as a cily on
Nov. 8, 1873 it had a popula-
tion of about 3,500 persons.

The original boundaries of
Winnineg were Borrows Av-
enme on ihe north, ihe Red
River on the east. the As-
siniboine River on the soath
and Marvlamd Streel. Notre
Dame Avenme and McPhil-
tips Sireet on the west.

Farm Land

Escepk Tor a small devel
oprient on the east side of
the Red River in S Bomi-
face, the area
Winsipeg i 1593 was agi
cEReral laed.

35, ke proviAcd
esiablished

their roofs in the three orig-
inal municipalities.

Between 1880 and 1924
most of the major revisions
to municipal boundaries oc-
curred.

Winnipeg proper Teached
its present size through a
series of anmexations that
began almost immediately
after it was incorporated.
The last annexation oc-
curred in 1963 when the city
acquired 3,500 acres in the
rural municipalityof
Rosser, west of Winnipeg.

Elmwood, which original-
Iy was part of the munici-
pality of Kildonan, joined
Winnipeg in 1906 because
the residents wanted wrban
serTvices.

The developed area of St
Boniface mumicipality was
moorporated as a fown ™M
18%3. To averd confasion be-
tween the town and the nw-
nicipalily. the name of the
St. Boniface mwoicipabty
was changed to St Vital in
1%3. The town of 5¢ Boni-
face was mcorporated as a
cRy s TN,

The towa of Tuxedo was
establiched @ 9 s a2
Highdass residenifal area
by a groww of real essale
developers.

The twa of Tywscosa
was ivogrporated w1932 R
was estAEshed a5 a ot
way cesire. X bocae a
Hifledred <Ry ¥ Y95,

Furt Gy e 2 setp-
e watscEally In 362

when its residents broke
away from the municipality
of St. Vital. The break-up
occurred because the Fort
Garry residents objected to
the inconvenience of having
to cross the Red River to
reach the services provided
by St. Vital.

Charleswood,  originally
part of Assiniboine, was es-
tablished as a separzte mu-
nicipality in 1913 because of
the barrier created by the
Assiniboine River.

River Barriers

The Red River also
proved too much of a bar-
rier befween the east and
west sides of the original
Kildonan municipality and
the Tesidents on the west
side established their ewn
manicipality — West Kil-
donan — W 1914 and ke
nawme of the eastern portion
of the eriginal municipality
was changed to East Kil-
donan.

Differences beliween
urban and raral residents
created addiionsl wEHICH
pal divisions in the period
betwern 1979 and 1924

Brooklands, which amal-
gxmated with & Jawes
1957, troke away from Ge
rarzl municipalityof
Rosser W 189,

% Jumes broke  avay
of Aschufbona i S2h They
were awiled xsin I 29
when decdiermet v b

siniboia reached St
James’s level.

The rural area of West
Kildonan separated in 1921
to become the mmmicipality
of 0ld Kildonan.

Norihk Kiidonan broke
away from Fast Kildonan
in 1924,

Belween 1924 and 1963,
when Winnipeg annexed a
portion of Rosser, munici-
pal boundaries in Giealer
Winnipeg remained virtaal-
Iy tnchanged.

But Melro was es-
tablished in 1960 te provide
inter-municipal services.

Now the mumnicipalities,
the exisiing cities of Win-
nipeg, 5t Boniface, 5L
Vital, East Kildonan, West
Fildonan, St. James-As-
siniboia and Transcona, the
town of Taxedo and the
ruval womicipalittes of
Chatleswood, Fort Garry,
Yotk Kilonan amd Ol Kii-
donan, will all becorme pari
of the pew City of Winnipeg
Saturday.

Wheg the provincial gov-
e nmeni first anmounced
plans to roorgarAze Grester
Wintpeg's wRmChal gov-
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City Of Winnipeg Completes Lengthy Cycl

the future — will be infini-
teiy more decisive than,
say, the first move toward
urban modernization repre-
sented by the organization
of Metro in 1960.

“Greater Winnipeg is no
longer a frontier town.

“It is no longer an agglo-
meration of village commu-
nities formed 1n the imteresis
of conmvenience and basic
service needs in a primarily
agrarian environment.

“It has become an indus-
trial complex. It has be-
come, in almost every
sense, a modern srban cly
in a modern, technology-
oriented environment.

“It is therefore impera-
five that it now also be
given the necessary govern-
mental equipment. the wee-
essary political and ad-
Thinistrative stractaral
forms to carry it forward m
a fastpaced -and sophs-
ticated workd.

Equipmeni Needed

“Lacking this essentizl
egaiperent. the GreaieT
WHaipeg COmFRNRY (FR
hope W progress I @
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But, despite the disap-
pearance of the existing
municipalities, the histori-
cal, social, physical and
other natural character-
isties of the individual
areas they served will be
relained through the new
city’s community commil-
tee and ward system.

The boundaries of the 13
community commiltee
areas and ther 50 wards
were mapped out lo refiect
the historical makeup of
their areas.

The btoundanes of the
community commiiles
areas of St James-As-
sinibola, Tramscona, St.
Vital. §t. Boniface and Fort
Garry  correspond to the
boundaries of the mumici-
palities which they replace.

The area which now in-
cludes Wesi Kildonan amd
O Kildonan will form ihe
West Kildonan COMmnNEy
comamhitiee area. East Kil-
donan ard North Kildenan
wil e town as (the East
Kiidonan COTMTIGRRY Comm-
Thiuee area.

Cwerlessrood H become
a sepaTave ward i e vew
city caed Charleswood
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