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firm, although-it promised its
customers impartial 48-hour
wervice, soon discovered the
- letter of the law*takes priority
over al} rthers

'Bruce Lobav, 22,7 of 410
Washinglon Ave.: learned that
‘even a personal delivery serv-
ice reguites a stamp of ap-
proval, and the post office —
a strict moenopoly -— wasn't

A one-man mail delivery

~abolt o give hind one™ -

Mr, Lobay started ‘his posta)
service July'l using & small
molor scooter (o deliver the

" leiters, and his home as postal

headquarters.  He - offered
-quick service and  charged
only seven cents_g letter, one
cent less than the post office.
-He developed a large clien-
tele” and was soon handling
about” 500 fetters a day. His
merhead — gas for his scoot-
er — was only 30 cents I day.
and his proﬁt more than $400a

. paper wrote the success stor}.
and a radio show modera-

_tor jpterviewed him to demon-

strate that any \ou}g person
could get a job, if ke wanted
one badly enough.

Postal authorities” were so
impressed that they paid him
a visit July 21 and advised
him to go out of business,

“We made him aware there
..is a Post Office.Act and the
- postmaster pgeneral has a
manopoly on letler mail,” a
post office spekesman said
Fz lda\__ : 7 )

Under the act, the post of-
fice has the scle and excly-
sive_priviiege of ‘‘conveving,

Co

~—TeTEivin g—voifet-tmg sendmg

and delivering letters’ within
Canada.

The spokesman, -szid if Lhe
pust office permitied the op-
eration of numerous small de-
livery services, there would
.soon be fragmentation and in-
ef{iciency.” He said the post

tice is responsiblejto iis em-
,310\ #es Eng” pni’éﬂe business-
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ey Uke Mr Lobays would . shouldn’t be a: owed to con-
_Jecpardize .their johs; -

“Mr. Lobay was able te
undercut-the ‘posf: office serv-
icdcharges because he was a
one-man ouifit. But if he hired
dngther man - and “started de-
livering outside Winnipeg, he

) beem fair. If my Service is
wanted and if I do a good job.
then I don't see why I
tipue;

CSI'm onky makmg about 5:20
a day now," he added.

would soon find his profits de-™

“ereasing,” he sald.

Anybody who tries-tlo sel
in compemxon
with the post office is subject

10 a fine not exceeding $100

for every day he remains in
pusiness, or two months im-
prisenment or both. But postal
authorities say they have no
Intention of charging Mr. Lo
bay. - )

“f was a bil apprehensive
all  along that something
wasn't right. It was paying
s0 well for so little effort,”
Mr, Lobay said.

“But 1 wasn't aware 1 was
breaking, the law. 1 thought
anything without a stamp on
it was legitimate, that people
could ‘deliver their mail how-
ever they wanted. I knew
there were messenger serv-
ices for parcels and so I

thought it wouid be ali right

for letters, too,”” he said.
Mr. Lobay said he took two
years of chemical’technology
at Red River Community Col-
lege, and a year of pharmacy

-at the University of Manitaba,

He was employed as a re-
search assistant chemist for
the department of botany at
the University of Manitoba
from December to June 1.. .
“T knew the job was going
to end then, and so 1 applied
to Canada Manpower in April.
1 didn't aven get a lead. The
idea of a mail delivery service
came to me and 1 started con-

got
begmmng of July.

“Business .was so good that
when the twe past office, in-

. vestigators came to see me,

the phone was constantly ring-
ing with new -business,™ he
laughed,

The post office monopely on

mail delivery does net extend

10_1’]}‘8]’5 and prioted adver-
tising material, and excep.
tions are made for “casual”

delivery of letters outsidethe |38 :

postal system, the post office
spokesman said. . -
Mr. Lobay is now operating
his business on this basis, but
working within the law isn't
proving quite as lucrative.

“The act is. an infringement.

on [ree enterprise. It doesn't

tacting merchants in June and
{ng
the thing rolling by the,

e
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NOTICE |

The wriltan reports of the ouditer |,
tar the yeor ended 315t Decamber,
1971, toguther with the releted
fincneial statements,® hove “been
deposited in the Munitipel OHfice,
Birds Hill, and are ovailoble For]
inspactian by ony.panoen or hh
agent, al oll reasenable hourn, ond
uny person or his ogent, at his swn
vzpenss, moy make o tapy thireof
or extracty therafrom

Daoted oi-Bird’s Hill, Maniloba, this
2éth doy of July 1972
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“Let ’Em Put Me In Jail: Privale

Bruce Lobay, a 22.year-
old Winnipeg man who
found out Thursday he
couldn't le gally compete
against the Canadian post
office, says he'll continue to
operate anyhow. |

“It's an infringement on
my rights as a Canadian,”
he said Friday after being
informed that the vpost of-
fice has @ monopoly on
mail delivery in Canada. "1
was doing something benefi-
cial for the people and was
hurting no one.”

Three wecks ago, «Mr.
Lobay set up his own postal
service in East Kildonan __

Using a motorcycle to make ™

his rounds, he guaranteed
customers same-day . local
delivery for seven cents a
letter, one cent cheaper
than the post office rate.

His activities were' ex-
plained in a weekly news-
paper, and post office of-
ficials promptly informed
him of the Post Office Act,
which gives the postmaster-
general a monopoly on let-
ter mail,

Anyone breaking the law

is subject to a fine not ex-
rceeding $100 for every day
“he remains in business, two

“ months

"\\bgth.

imprisonment, or

—s 5I¢.f !;]G?

“I was unemployed for

three months, and the un-
employment people couldn't
even flind me a lead. I
wasn't collecting unemploy-
ment (benefits), so I {inally
told them, *Fine, leave me
alone and I'll {find my own
job.'
- [ needed the money ...
I didn't waot 1o sit around
and grow a beard. 1 just
wanted to work,

“But now that I've finally
got myself a job, they won't
let me do it. What am [

supposed to do, go on wel-
fare?”

1G4

ile said he would continue
delivering the mail. *“Let.
them put me in jail.”

Mr. Lobay explained his
service was only for the
summer and .would last
only.‘‘another month or so.
In September most of the
students go back to school
and then T'Il scriously laok

for a job."

“He said he will deliver
third-class mail — which is

legal — and also letters if

asked {o do so.

A former chemisiry stu-
dent at Red River Commu-
nity College, Mr. Lobay

worked on a winter works ~

Postie_

job at the University of
Manit_oba which ended in
early June,

“I knew that job would
cnd in June so 1 started
making pians on what I
would do afterwards.. I or-
Eanized this delivery service
and got it going.

“[ get about 170 miles to
the gallon on my scooter,
and on a good day 1 can
make $35.” .

And besides, he said
“everyone loves the service
and they’ré not too happy
with the post office ser-
vice."” )
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 Tribune. Staff anr

“Bruce Lobay, the 22~year-old entre-

preneur whose one-man postal gérvice
drew the ire of post office authorities

last week, has gone out-o( business —
- ke is unemployed again and looking for

work. - - - -
.Mr, Lobay voluntarily folded his let-
ler-carrying -eperation after being told

- in no uncertain terms by the post offlce .

that what he,was doing was illegal.
_Even if he he had not done so, Mr
Lobay said in an mtervlew, . his < cusmm
ers had informed him that because they
did not want him to get into trouble
they wou.id no 1onger use hlS serv ice.

B i St A e et e

"hangs

T Mr. Lobay axpressed o bztterness
at what happened. . . ..

he said,
- Looking to- t.he future,- he said he

plans to deliver school notices telling

students what classrooms to .report to
in Seéptember. He already has an agree-
ment to do this for Miles- Macdonell -

__Cﬂﬁ‘iﬁisbe e e did it last year.and this ___
gave him the idea for his mail delivery

service. Hb said he will try to exténd

“this™ servlce to twe other local col-

legl,ates
* This job is Only for a couple of

~weeks, however, and it won "t begm until

HM.;.__“H_._; e T et e g e

uplnaJ‘

ag”"

A x___.._......____._ [

s Inside job not as @ letter carrier; he_

. - was told they -did ‘mot. make “spe(:ial
“I'm grateful I wasn't prosecutéd*"“

cases.””) - =
He applied at - a large suburban de-

partment store. He found his’ notoriety

had preceeded. him and he was told

“We were wondermg if you were com-

- ing in. -

Mr. Lnbay has, however recewed'

two calls from privaté™ business ex-

pressing an interést in meeting fim.
There have been no firm job offers yet.

Mr. Lobay expressed mild surprise
at a media coverage his story received.
He 'was a bit disconcerted to find him-
seif labelled.a “radical letter-carrier”

* For that reason, Mr. Lbbay is l'Eok "% in"a"Thunder Bay newspaper headline,

ing for a permanent job.
He went to Manpower Tuesday and

A R TR AP Sy

to the Post Office Monday (to apply for

and wondered . why his tale ranked
equal coverage with the “major news
stories such.as Vietpam."
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