MR. CHAS. MIDWINTER
EIGHTY YEARS OLD

Dec 1931
Well Known Resident, Born Dec.
27th, 1851, Came Here Before
the Railroad—Berved in Public
Offices for Some Twenty-One
Years

A widely-known and highly re-
spected resident of this district, Mr.
Chas. Midwinter, 335 Kelvin street,
sttained the eightieth anniversary of
his birth Sunday, and magked the
rare occasion most fittingly, sur-
rounded by his family of four daogh-
ters and three sons, as also eleven
grandchildren.

In the enjoyment of splendid
beal!th Mr. Midwinter was particular-
ly happy and recounted with interest
many of the outstanding features in
a particularly active life..

Born in Hamiiton, Ont., December
27th, 1851, Mr. Midwinter decided
to blaze the trail of the west while
he was yet in his twenty-fifth year.
Thus on May 6th, 1877, he started
out, and arrived in Winnipeg, which
was then Fort Garry, May 21st, and
has resided here ever since. The
trip, made before the advent of the
railway, was for the greater part by
water. Reaching Windsor, his next
stop was Red Lake, thence to where
Grand Forks mnow natands, and the
distance between Grand Forks and
Winnipeg was made over the waters
of the Red river.

During the earlier years of his
residence here Mr. Midwinter trav-
elled considerably, and covered the
distance between Winnipeg and Por-
tage la Preirie seven times on foot.
He was employed with the firm of
Mesers. Brown & Rutherford up-
wards of twenty years. At the close
of his association with this firm ke

was, for & nuymber of years, occupied |

in the pursuit of market gardening.
In his. present home he has resided
ovér the “long - period ~of - thirty-six-
YEars.

In the winter months he found a
diversion in curling, although in
these early days the devotees of the
game did not pursue their rocks with
the same measture of comfort as that
enjoyed by the curler of today. The
only ice available was on the river,
and iron stones were a poor sub-
stitute for eurling rocks. However,
the game continued to be one of his
most popular pastimes, and he was

t1one of those who interested—them-

selves in the formation of the Eim-
wood Curling club.
For some twenty-one years Mr.

1 Midwinter =served - in public office,

first on the school board, then on the
city council and latterly on the board
of control. His first office was as a
member of the school board of this

district at a time when the territory’

was within the limitg of ward one,
Kildonan. He was a member of the
board which built the first school in
the territory which is now Elmwood.
The school was named the Martin
school, and atood on the site now
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was within the limits of ward one,
Kildonan. He was a member of the
board which built the first school in
the territory which is now Elmwood.
The school was named the Martin
sthool, and stood on the site now
occupied by the Anna Gibson school.
He also served on the Kildonan coun-
cil and subsequently on the city coun-
cill as the representative of ward
seven and later stili as a member of
the board of control. .

In the opinion of Mr. Midwinter,
the mild weather Winnipeg iz enjoy-
ing at the present time is not at all
unusual. ~ He remembers coming by
stage from Portage la Prairie to
Winnipeg on Deec. 23, 1877, wearing
no overcoat. “That was an odd
Christmas,” he -said. “It was dry
weather, with not a bit of snow or
frost in the ground.” The following
year was even more unusual. Open
water remained practically ice-free
and at the end of March, 1R78, a
boat made its way up the Red river
from Fargo. :

But like most piomeers, Mr. Mid-
winter believes winters as a rule are
not so cold as they used to be, For
Tsix 'weeks in 1879, the coldest win-
ter he remembers, the mercury hov-
ered around the 50-below mark.

Mr. Midwinter invariably interested
himself- in- politics, and ‘it is one of
his most cherished recollections that
he did not neglect on a single ocea-
sion te exercise his franchise. This
.assertion he .invariably punctuated
with the added witticism that he “al-
ways voted right.”

On Sunday Mr. Midwinter received
| the congratulations of a wide circle
.jof friends and acquaintances, many
| of whose messages were transmitted
by telephone.

—_——

—Dec 1937 ..
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|Charles™ T
'Mzd vmz‘er
Is Dead

Charles Mldv.mter 335 Kelvinip ..
su;eet pioneer Winnipeg citizen,
tonner controlier and’. alderman,
dxéd Sunday evening at the General
& h.crvp:tal, in his 88th year. . :

Funeral serwte will be held at E
2. 4,5 p-nL Wednesday at'the Gardiher ;
chapel with burial in the family P

I ol

ing «
bran

S

plbi St. John's cemetery. Rev. D
Gf Paton will officiate.

Born at Hamilton, Ont, on Dec. g

275'1351 Mr. Midwinter came tu
wi mpeg in 1877, and went to work I
[o; Brox\n and Rutherford. For ,(][ ot
years. he remai hcd in the 1umber| inlo t
: bxjsmes; and dufting this period V’a"luzuc
hasd fereman Cl’f \he firm for HICO mrr

yedm Ltoe,
n 1885, he joined the forces whichig
wile campaigning aga:nst Lowis hidst
RB{:], and at the latter's trial in Re-j "
gm.{. Mr. AMidwinter, \iho wa:‘]ob““
qantermd‘:ler of his rci.,zmuu saipwasn’
wlthin arm’s length of thp famous| Par
repel, f recail
or & time uher he left Brown sitting
and. Rutherford, I, :T d»\muri?ffort
lived 'in Portage Jla Priirie ‘mr1|“b lal
Beitish Columlus, but be returnedim guli
‘hdre and cn[,,ag,e-d m =10ck rasng, Ger
and real estate, ! ! Burra
i lming

it Enters Public Lifk
d [\ ay b
ne of the ]jzonloths of gar]v,c{““
seltlemtnt in Elmwood, Mr. Mid-' Gimm
w;nter meved Lo 335 Relvin street)phe o
4& years ago. and had. lived therejthink
since. He became immediately | M
m,ierested in public atfairs, and was| -~y
ﬂlppled lo the East Hildonan schoal! Garcy
bgard, 'As a member of the board, hlrrn(d
Mi- Midwinter was instrumental in| ! Che
bqung ‘the first scnoci in Elmwood) mcnlb
rectéedi * It was named the Joc, J“;~, d
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Vt.ari n schodl, '1£te'- ”‘m mQ{rber o}
tHesManitoba legislature from Por-

o;o‘.lncml attorney-general.’ ;

"Mr. Midw:imier's career of pubiic
sdrvice did not commence with his
election to the Hast Kildonan schoul
board, for when he first came to
Wmmpc;, in 1577 he' joined the
mlunteer tira brlgad,e and. served

tl R ;
E‘ol]omng -3 term mth 1‘13 E.ict
}donan schboi ‘board, . Mr. Mid-
ter was elected io0 the: Eust
K.ildonan councll, an@d when Elm-
wpad was inca;perated into. the ciiy
o# Winnipég and made into v\.ard 7,
hq' was . clected to the an:p

‘\«Ir Midwinter; remamed an aidez-
i until 1912, wbcn he was elected

‘tolf the board of caqlrol, an ‘offico

hq cdceupied unti 1815, when he was

..|défeated. Since then, he . did not

0 ce:

sthnd as a c.axidiaate for any public
i
. During 1he G feat War, Mr.! ‘\hd-

' véueu helped ofganize. the. Grea\e"

nnipeg Water{ district, and ‘for a
tifne was chairman of the beoard He
itained an interest in the djstrict
%the end, being owner of prOpert:y

the water line, .
‘oked o5 a STOCK TaisCr, '\.-h'. I\Iid-
ler ralsed' poultry which won
jﬁs. at leading shows in  the
ted States and eastern (,a' ada.
ar?dmrm he was an mhhu?m:t Q
IZ {denur and c‘nlf_r bcmg e)ne of
u ! opmm 1 cLocl-xlmldms m the

'years ago, mr ‘Midwinter cur}cd

jih irons on the river ice. !
fWhile bre refired from active pub-
11& life after the war, Mr. Midwultcr
te  settling  in Wmmpcg had
vcr missed voling. A member of
»: Army and Navy Veterans as-
giation, he rnever missed marching
Ja Decoratipn. Day parade,; sinfe
Riel rebellion,.exeept this year.
Surv:vmg Mr, Midwinter dre his
w; ‘lhrm - pons, Charlcd and

Mrs. CI M. Treleaven,! Mrs.
es Letham, Mrs. C. 1. A. Walton
’cl Miss May Mldwmter ‘all m{

inmpeg L

‘-l 1. lll,_‘_'_._ r'\

tage la Prairie, who later ‘bicanie|e

h 1}‘15 or;,a;uzatwn for‘somj.‘

ity councd s alderman for thaif;
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